“Be Not Afraid of Greatness”

A Midsummer Night's Dream peem
by Heathfield School -

at South Hill Park, 11th November 2025

appraised by Marcus Bazley

It is an absolute delight, in our 25" anniversary year, to be celebrating with Heathfield
School and to be marking this milestone with their wonderful production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream as part of Shakespeare Schools Theatre Festival’s autumn season. Here are
some of my highlights from the performance at South Hill Park.

| loved the poise and elegance of your opening sequence. The tableaus of the lovers and
then the introduction of the fairies and the flower, really helped to establish a world of
magic, love and grace.

| especially enjoyed the contrast you created between the worlds of the court and the
forest. The court was dominated by straight lines and directness, where the forest felt
fluid and meandering. The transition between the two was particularly magical, with your
beautiful balloon orbs being brought into the space in circling motions, the fairies moving
gracefully between and the lovers running through unsure of their way.

The ensemble reactions during the play-within-a-play were very funny. | especially
enjoyed when you were beginning to clap, unsure whether it was the end or not! This was
very funny and built to the climax of you all shouting 'No!' to Bottom's offer of an
epilogue!

The whole company was incredibly polite and respectful to the theatre staff and other
schools on the day, acting with admirable maturity and listening attentively.

I have had a most rare vision
Performances like this show us that Shakespeare can live on, in the hands of young people,

in fresh, exciting and reimagined ways. We hope to welcome you back to Shakespeare
Schools Theatre Festival for another 25 years - and beyond!

This was a graceful and magical Midsummer
' Night's Dream, performed by a mature and
>y committed company.
- pany
SHAKESPEARE
SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

-
®
O
(s
>
=4
0
o
7
(@
>
O
=




