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The educational climate 

Current examination reforms

Move from modular assessment to linear

No more coursework/in-class assessment

Final examinations at the end of 2 years

No more tiers of entry (GCSE) or A Level Units

New GCSE / GCE first examination Summer 2017



GCSE

 Graded 9-1 where 9 is the highest and 1 the lowest

 Pass, currently, is a 5 – probably …

 9-1 Maths and English Language and Literature taught from 

2015, most of the others from 2016

 Linear examination so no assessments/coursework in advance

 Currently, a mix of grades received: numbers in English and 

Maths; letters from old style GCSEs – but not for long

 Untiered papers: Higher/Foundation papers are going



A Levels 

 A Levels

 2 year course

 No examinations at end 

of the first year

 Lack of information from 

universities as to their 

requirements, including 

re. GCSE English / Maths

 Pathways

 3 A Levels with EPQ

 4 A Levels with no EPQ

 3 A Levels with resit in 

English / Maths?

 AS Levels?









Unanswered questions 

 Mix of grades: girls taking GCSEs in 2017 will have 
numbers and letters

 Essential to pass Maths and English at Grade 5 (?) or to 

continue taking it until you leave school

 Requirements of universities: value of AS Level and entry 

requirements re. GCSE English and Maths?



Supporting our girls 

 End of year examinations:

 Reading skills absolutely 

essential

 Focus on revising all 

material from the year

 Reading around subjects

 Harder qualifications and 

more coverage 

 Independent study is key

 Revision skills: 

 Organisation

 Note taking

 Reviewing information 

(consolidation) 

 Application of knowledge

 Formal and frequent 

examination practice 

under GCSE/GCE 

regulations


